
July 9  
DUBMASTERS & SOUND SYSTEM  
Past, Present and Future of Reggae 
Music 
with Neil Perch of Zion Train !
July 10  
NEW ROOTS  
The Roots of a New Generation 
with Horace Andy !
July 11  
BRITISH REGGAE  
From Kingston to Notting Hill Gate 
with Jah Shaka  
+ screening of Babylon by Franco Rosso !
July 12  
POWER TO THE WORLD 
DJs in the History of Jamaican Music 
with Beenieman, LP International and Sud 
Sound System  !
July 12  
TALKING ‘BOUT “SOLID FOUNDATION” 
AND OTHER BOOKS 
with David Katz 

Rototom Reggae University 

The Reggae University project is one of the main pillars of the diverse and rich Rototom Sunsplash programme. In a 
series of meetings well-known reggae journalists, writers, academics as well as practitioners and 
performing artists will get together to reason about, discuss and analyze important aspects and moments 
of reggae music and culture.

The sessions focus on the past, present and future of reggae to explore the evolution of the music as well 
as its global nature as one of the most influential contemporary musical styles which is grounded in a rich 
cultural heritage. The University sessions deal with various topics ranging from the diverse musical 
repertoire (from dub to dancehall), lyrical content, emancipatory, social and political aspects, spiritual 
depth as well as the music's manifestation in film and print.

The collective in charge to chair the sessions is formed by:

DAVID KATZ USA-UK Biographer of Lee "Scratch" Perry, author of "Solid Foundation: An Oral History of 
Reggae”, creative consultant to various reggae labels, contributors

ELLEN KOEHLINGS and PETE LILLY GERMANY Editors of Riddim Magazine 

PIER TOSI ITALY Journalist. His radio-show Soul Shakedown Party on Radio Città Fujiko-Bologna is a 
benchmark for the Italian reggae massive.

July  9, 2007 DUBMASTERS & SOUND SYSTEM: PAST, 
                    PRESENT AND FUTURE OF REGGAE MUSIC
                      with Pier Tosi, Alberto Castelli, David Katz 
                      ARTIST: Neil Perch (ZION TRAIN) UK

July  10, 2007 NEW ROOTS: THE ROOTS OF A NEW     
                      GENERATION 
                        with Ellen Koehlings and Pete Lilly 

                        ARTIST: Horace Andy  JAM

July  11, 2007 BRITISH REGGAE: FROM KINGSTON TO 
                      NOTTING HILL GATE
                        with David Katz and Pier Tosi 

                          ARTIST: Jah Shaka JAM-UK

                            Film-show: Babylon, directed by Franco Rosso. 
                 

BABYLON - Set in south London in the early Eighties, when reggae music 

was at the peak of its popularity, and Britain was infamous for its 

xenophobia and racism. Babylon revolves around Blue (played by the 

singer of Aswad, ex Double Decker, Brinsley Forde), leading singer of Ital 

Lion Sound. In the days preceding a clash with a rival sound system lead by 

Jah Shaka (playing himself), the protagonist socialises with his friends and 

fights with his family, boss and a local clan of racists, before starting a 

physical and spiritual voyage through the London nights where he will 

meet with a series of trials and temptations culminating in a violent end.
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